LORD OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
note of melancholy which runs with a crescendo
movement through the course of the Sonnets, as
part of their abiding charm." Even the tragedies
Lear (1598), Macbeth (1599), Hamlet (1604), were
written under conditions of dejection and despair,
which seem to have induced a state of temporary
mental collapse. Dr, Rendall finds expression of
"a craving for immortality, or at least escape from
annihilation, in a wistful desire or conviction that
his poetry shall survive'5:
My life hath in this line (my verses) some interest,
Which for memorial still with thce shall stay.   (S. 74)
But:
My name be buried where my body is.    (S. 71)
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse.   (S. 72)
The poet could not have written more clearly,
and these appeals were made either by Shakspere
of Stratford or by Edward de Vere.
Let us compare the life-history of the two men
from 1593 (Venus] to 1604. The latter year is
significant. It was the year of Oxford's death:
the year in which the composition of the Sonnets
and the authentic publication of the plays ceased:
and, lastly, it was the year in which Shakspere is
last heard of as a London actor, and (according
to Masson) went to reside permanently in Strat-
ford, It is open to consideration whether these
events are connected with each other.
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